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Sophia on Fentale Education, continued. 


To the Editor of the Bee. 


SIR, 


I AM charmed with the approbation you have done 
me the honour to exprefs with regard to my unaffected 
and genuine defcription of my way of impreffing the 
mind of my eldeft daughter, while fhe was yet an in- 
fant, with a juft perception and fenfe of her fituation, 
and of gently and gradually leading her to’effectual and 
ufeful habits of induftry and virtue ; and fince I cannot 
but fuppofe that your defire to fee an account of the 
progrefs of my plan arifes from-the fuggeftion of your 
readers, I thall, with great pleafure, though with a pain- 
ful mixture of anxiety in ‘appearing befére a critical 
public, proeéed to give you the refult’of my experience 
on this moft interefting fubjecé. 

Alathed? had now compleated her fixth year, Ifabella 
was fifteen months younger, and my name-daughter 
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Sophia was little more than three years old, when, hay- 
ing brought the eldeft to read and underftand her own 
language grammatically, and to perform fome of the 
little mechanical works neceflary for her fex with plea- 
fure and precifion, I began to confider the fcope of my 
undertaking with refpect to my little fcholars, as they 
fhould advance in their progrefs. Alathea, as the eld- 
eft, was by the nature of my hufband’s eftate and fet- 
tlements, deftined eventually to fucceed to the family 
eftate ; my younger girls to have no more than a thou- 
fand pounds a piece, and the clergyman’s daughter, 
whom I had undertaker to educate along with my girls, 
could expeét no more than what her father’s fife and 
ceconomy might be able to afford on the life-rent free- 
hold of a rectory, little more than 200]. a-year. Here 
then I had to confider the various fituations and prof- 
pects of the individuals, and to fhape their education 
accordingly, with due adaption to the different courfes 
they were probably to take in fociety, and the various 
expectations they might be permitted to entertain of 
their future fortunes. 

The eldeft I confidered as it were born to a political 
fituation, as the eventual proprietor of a landed eftate, 
Which fhe could only furrender by becoming a wife. 

e younger girls to have no more than a civil connec- 
tion with their country, except they were deftined to 
become mothers and widows, charged with the guard- 
ianfhip of children for the benefit of the ftate ; and the 
clergyman’s daughter I was obliged to look upon as 
liable to a very fubordinate, or actively induftrious fitu- 
ation, all of which confiderations were to guide me in 
the formation of their habits, principles, and capa- 
cities. rm 
I beheld with uneafinefs the prepofteréms, though 
tafhionable, method of giving a fimilar @ducation to 
girls of every ftation and fortune, and was afraid of 
thocking the feelings of my friends and acquaintance 
by forming my plan upon a different foundation from 
any ! had feen adopted. 
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I refolved however to make the probable future du- 
ties and {tations of my pupils the platform upon which 
I was to raife my itructure of education; and I fet my- 
felf ferioufly to contemplate and to examine thefe, not 
theoretically, with books and treatifes in.my hand, and 
far lefs in concert with the fyitems of a Locke, a Rouf- 
feau,; a Prieftly, or even’ a Whitechurch, a Knox, a 
Chapman, or a Kaims ; but I looked every day, and every 
where, into the great. and patent book of common life,and 
common occurrence in fociety, that from thence I might 
draw rules, founded upon experience, to direét me in a 
matter that Idurft not truft to hypothefis, and that Icon- 
ceived to be infinitely too complicated, from the variety 
of tempers, fituation, and circumftances, (not to {peak of 
climates and countries,) to be fubjected to the ordinary 
principles of demonftration. My plam of education, § 
thought, if executed in this manner, would as much 
exceed in beauty and utility the mechanical fy{temts 
now in fafhion, as a picture by a Raphael, a Corregi#, 
a Guido, or a Michael Angelo, would a picture matle 
by one of Watt and Bolten’s machines for drawing per- 
{pective in the field, or a polygraphic transfiguration for 
aftair-cafe.. I refolved, therefore, if I faw little pr 
bility of Alathea’s having the fucceflion of her es 
to educate her nearly on the fame plan with her fifters ; 
but without allowing her to perceive it, ftill to infufe 
fuch principles, and to provide fuch faculties, as might 
enable her to hold.with propriety the fituation, if it 
fhould happen to take place. 

I refolved to educate the younger girls to the com- 
pleat and effectual poffeflion of fuch abilities, within the 
compafs of their talents, as fhould render them capa- 
ble of maintaining themfelves handfomely by their own 
{kill or handywork ; but giving them {uch intelleétual 
powers, and a tafte for fuch rational purfuits as might 
excite farther curiolity, and fit them for being what is 
commonly called ladies of diftinétion, or ladies of in- 
dependent fortune. With refpe& to my little Mary, 
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the parfon’s daughter, I determined, as I faw her ge- 
nius and capacity direct, either. to train her up to 
make fome clergyman, or private gentleman of. {mall 
fortune, or fubftantial yeoman, or good honeft fhop- 
keeper happy, as a thrifty, induftrious wife ; or, in cafe 
her talents fhould appear remarkable, to render her ca- 
pable of being a firit-rate inftructrefs of young ladies 
upon my own plan, that I might have the happinefs to 
forfee the future confirmation and improvement of 
my endeavours to make my fex wifer, and happier, and 
better. 

O how happy fhould I be, could I but think that the 
refult of my experience might be ufeful to polterity ! 
I know how little chance an anonymous writer in a 
magazine has to gain attention from a public that is 
guided by names, and by reputation, by riches, and by 
honours. But if my writings deferve the application 
of my name and fignature*, they will at laft. obtaim at- 
tention, and their principles will be adopted. ‘Then 
might I indulge the vain and fruitlefs thought, that if 
by conviction of the truth of the principles that refult 
from my experience, women, and fociety in general, 
thould be induced to give a new form and colour to the 

my fifters of the feeble frame would venerate the 
memory of Sophia, and, while they dropped a tear upon 
her grave, would fay, Here lie the afhes of her who 
was the friend of weaknefs, and the enemy of corrup- 
tion; the upholder of virtue, and the determined foe 
of its fuborners. 

And now, Sir, that I have paved the way for the fe- 
quel of my fy{tem, or rather of the fimple narrative of 
my practice, it might feem expedient that I fhould fe- 
parate the account I am to give of my method with my 
different pupils into{chedules of their refpective arrange- 
ments, But as the corner-ftone of my fabric is Reafon 
and plain good Senfe, producing gradually acquaintance 
with Nature and Social Energy, I include all my. pupils 
equally in the fame mode of inftitution, till the eldett 


* Sophia, Wiidom. 
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is fit to fpeculate upon her future duties with fuitable 
underftanding. 

I fhall treat of my management of Alathea as nearly 
applicable to my other girls, or to girls in all the three 
fituations I have defcribed. 

Health is neceflary for a perfe& ftate of intelle& ; 
and health is beft promoted by living according to na- 
ture. My daughters went to fleep in winter atten, and 
in fummer at nine at night. When I obferved them 
exhaufted with fatigue, they were advifed to fleep in a 
cool fhady place in fummer, from one to three o’clock 
in the afternoon. In winter, they rofe fo as to be able 
to go to work as foon as the dawn of day would per- 
mit: nine hours fleep are neceflary from infancy to 
ten or twelve ; eight from that to majority ; feven from 
thence.till thirty; and thenceforward fix may fuffice. 
Sleep is the reward of exercife, the employment of bo- 
dy and foul, which acquire a freth fupply of fpirits by 
repofe. During fix months, from the vernal equinox 
to the autumnal, three charming morning hours a-day 
may be added to the ftock of adtive, pleafing exiftence ; 
thefe my daughters never failed to enjoy. We are 
conitantly complaining of the fhortnefs of life. ~‘Fhree 
interefting and ufeful hours a-day added to: our exift- 
ence, may be fairly eftimated at a fourth part of our 
whole rational exiftence. ‘The morning is the feafon 
for vigorous perception, and placid clear enjoyment of 
the beauties and peculiarities of nature and. fentiment. 
The nerves are weil braced, the animal fpirits flow re- 
gularly and gently ; all is ftill; there are no glaring ob- 
jects of fenfe, there is no diflipating occurrence of fo- 
ciety to difturb the imagination in this delightful por- 
tion of the day. I trained my Alathea therefore by 
taking thought to add more than a fpan to her exift- 
ence. She became every month more .alert and vigor 
rous by this practice. In{tead of hanging her head and 
arms like the willow of Babylon, fhe fkipped and bound- 
ed like the roe of the foreft ; but the was mild as a ze- 
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phyr, and -placid as a fummer evening, after gentle 
fhowers. It was my cufiom to walk out with m 
daughters, and {natch every interval of play to intel 
their attention to the beautiful and interefting objects 
of nature and art. I walked not with them like a ftate- 
ly governefs, to be a fpy upon their innocent enjoy- 
ments, but like an old friend, to add tafte and ingenu- 
ity to their youthful inventions. This exercife of the 
' morning fucceeded immediately to their religious and 
moral lefions, which were enforced and rendered de- 
lightful by making them immediately as happy as pof- 
fible after thefe ferious confiderations had been excited, 
that virtue and happinefs might be aflociated in their 
anfant minds, and that their aifeCtions to the bountiful 
Author of their beings might be warmed by the im- 
mediate fenfual enjoyment of the innocent pleafures 
which are afforded every where, and at all times, to 
thofe-whofe minds are not corrupted and debafed by 
vicious gratifications. Then we came home in the 
fineft trim imaginable for ftudy. The mind, fatiated 
with innocent: amufement, returns with a rebound to 
the habits of regular en.ployment. My young folks 
had warm milk from the cow, with a little bread, after 
their fports, and then an hour and a half was {pent in 
treading, writing, and reciting, before breakfaft. I con- 
trived, by various means, to give them an averfion to 
Indian tea, butter toaft, and the vile enervating break- 
fafts of boiling liquors, that have introduced indigef- 
tions, palfies, the icrophula, and a horrid train of dif- 
eafes that follow from a relaxed ftate of the ftomach. 
The morning having been {pent in the elementary 
ftudy of the ftructure of language, writing, and arith- 
metic, an interval for amufement, in the open air, being 
allowed after breakfait, the girls accompany me in 
my fuperintendance of domeftic affairs ; go with me to 
the dairy, the poultry-yard, and the mt om 
They afk me a thoufand little queftions, which I never 
fai] to anfwer pertinently, and fuitably to their undere 
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ftanding, always taking care never to under-rate their 
capacities, but to treat them as rational little compa- 
nions, who are deficient only in experience and firm- 
nefs of mind. I teach them by thefe means to think 
and {peculate more and more, and to fpeak lefs without 
forethought. On fome occafion or other Alathea had 
rudely called one of the fervants from fome ufeful oc- 
cupation, and when reproved, fhe faid, Mama, you 
know I would not for the world offend you, but it was 
only the fcullion girl that I fpoke to. Very well, Ala- 
thea, I fuppofe you think the girl is of no ufe; but I 
will tell you fhe is of more ufe than you are, and that 
you could not do without her. No more paffed on the 
iubje& till dinner, when a foiled plate was fet before 
Alathea at table. She looks confounded, and calls for 
another. The butler fays, Mifs, the fkullion would not 
clean your plate, as you had told your mama that fhe 
was of no ufe, and fuppofed you meant by that you ins 
tended to clean your own platters yourfelf. 

Suddenly the tear ftands in Alathea’s eye, and fhe 
whifpers me for leave to go away. I confent, and 
away fhe goes, and afks little Grizzle’s pardon for her 
rudenefs, is forgiven, and flys to the parlour with the 
news ; the plate is fent away, and returned in trim from 
the fkullery. Next week, when I expected a:company 
of friends to dine with us, Alathea was not to be found 
at the fchool hour after breakfaft, nor did any of the 
girls know where fhe was; being fought for, the was 
found in the fkullery, infifting on giving her fervices to 
Grizzle in neating the plates! ‘Thus you fee the ef- 
fects of my management. Not only was my daughter 
made fenfible, without harfhnefs, of her folly, and the 
injury to poor Grizzle, but fhe is led to repair: it ac- 
cording to the principles of juftice, and to learn a lef- 
fon which will guide her in all the incidents of her fu- 
ture life. She is drawn to refle&t, and to be a moral 
agent, without fermons, le¢tures, and hardening re- 
proofs ! 
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The next portion of the day, before dinner, was dedi« 
cated to needle-work ; and this was directed chiefly to 
fuch things aS were to be applied to her own ufe, or 
done in affection to me, or to her fifters,. or to Mary ; 
or fhe makes up fomething for her father, to be worn on 
a birth-day, or fomething to be fent to a diftant friend 
or relation, who has been kind to her.’ I teach her the 
true value of money, by making it the reward or the 
caufe.of induftry and happinefs. I pay her for her 
work, and if fhe gives away money, fhe gives it from 
the well-earned fruits of her own induftry. 

Every fon and daughter of Adam, who has no tafte 
or imagination, being difpofed to fenfuality, I obviate 
my daughters, by giving them fcope for higher plea- 
fures. I teach them to enquire concerning the nature 
and properties of every furrounding object, and indulge 
their laudable curiofity with fatisfactory anfwers. I 
engage them to feek for the favour of the fervants by 
civility, fympathy, and attention, that they may inftruct 
them in all the procefies of the dairy, the poultry-yard, 
the garden, the farm, and the kitchen. Every thing is 
made to whet their curiofity, and they are always to 
afk before they receive inftruction. ‘They are all dref- 
fed in an uniform, which can only be varied in confe- 
quence of their own ingenuity and handy-work, after 
leave has been obtained in confequence of good con- 
dué&t. I inftruét them in praétical morality, drawn 
from daily occurrences, without precipitating them 
into the gloom of fuperftition, or harrafling them 
with the myfteries of religion. When I converfe 
with my acquaintance before my children, I take care 
never to lay any ftrefs on drefs or outward fhow, but 
turn my converfation, as much as poflible, on light 
and agreeable, but rational topics, within the reach 
of their capacity ; praifing acts of benevolence, fpeak- 
ing highly of induftry, and of the immenfe fuperiority 
that is acquired by fuperior diligence and attention, in 
the acquifition of ufeful knowledge. 


c 
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Alathea, being the eldeft of the groupe, I encouraged 
her to communicate her knowledge to the younger, to 
help them out occafionally with their little tafks, and 
to receive favours in return with gratitude and, af- 
fection. 


“« Joy to the parents, who their darling charge 
Through childifh years have happily up-rear’d, 
Taught them a pleas’d obedience, mov’d the foul 
‘To worthy emulation, and betimes 

Form’d virtuows habits in the infant mind. 
Them a rich harveft of rewarding blifs 

Awaits, whilf careful culture ftill beftows 

A clofe attendance on the precious hours.’* 


Alathea at eight years old is further advanced in every 
refpect than our boys now a days are when fent toa 
grammar-fchool ; a genius appears in her for the fine 
arts, and in my next I fhall defcribe in what manner I 
gave it a favourable direétion. 

I am, Sir, with regard, 
Your obliged humble Servant, 
Soputa. 





(Though the Editor difclaims all party connetions, and 
will carefully exclude from his Mifcellany unmean- 
ing/panegyric or abufe of any party, yet he has no 
hefitation in admitting the following paper, though 
fome fhould think, at firft fight, that it has a tenden- 
cy to party prejudice, as he is confcious, that on cool 
reflection, they will fee no reafon for that opinion. 
He rejoices, indeed, to think that fuch a manly fpirit 
of enquiry begins to difcover itfelf im a part of 
our ifle where we have not been taught to look for it, 
and he fhould think himfelf much to blamé, did he 
endeavour to check a {pirit, on the extenfion of 
which, he is fatisfied the future profperity of this 
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country muft ultimately depend. The executive 
power in every ftate, if not properly checked, muf 
prove ruinous to the people; nor can the ruling 
powers ever acquire a knowledge of what is bene. 
ficial or hurtful, unlefs the people themfelves thall 
take-proper notice of fevere and impolitic regula 
tions. ] 


To the Editor of the Bee. 


Quz jam dedecoris, quz damni exempla fuperfunt ? 
Quz non pertulimus, vel mox ventura timemus? 
Bucuanan *, 


Sir, 


"Taz Englith language has been exhaufted in panegy- 
ric upon the virtues and abilities of the prefent mini- 
fter. We have likewife faid a great deal more than was 
neceflary about the execrable coalition. For my own 
part, I muft think it a very mortifying circumftance 
that an enlightened nation fhould depend upon the ta- 
lents of any fingle individual for the condué of its af- 
fairs. There muft certainly be a fundamental defect 
jfomewhere, in the principles of fuch a government. In- 
deed, our legiflators have committed a variety of egre- 
gious blunders, and continue to do fo every day. ‘The 
tax upon pedlars was the only tax, I fuppofe, fince the 
beginning of the world, which was avowedly intended 
to. extirpatetthe object of taxation. The neceffary con- 
fequence was, that in South Britain, at leaft, a very 
ufeful and induftrious clafs of men were reduced to 
beggary. Had we been informed that Nadir Shaw, or 
any other Oriental defpot, had invented a tax for the 
purpofe of exterminating its objet, we fhould natural- 
ly have exclaimed, that this was the extremity of oppref- 
jon! Inthe prefent cafe, however, we were fatisfied 
with a few fine fpeeches about the immaculate mora- 


* Deploratio ftatus rei Gallicz, fub mortem Francifei fecundi regis. 
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lity of the minifter, and the profligacy of an abandoned 
coalition; for with this laft topic the greater part of 
minifterial fpeeches, for fome years paft, have ended, 
with whatever fubject they fet out. ‘The fhop-tax fup- 
plies another of many good reafons why the prefent 
minifter cannot hope to be remembered with regret 
by pofterity. ‘My only reafon for preferring him to 
his political antagonift is, the external decency of his 
deportment. We have never feen him at the head of 
an election mob, fpreading terror and confufion through 
the ftreets of a great city; we fhall never be obliged to 
pay his arrears for dice, for race-horfes, or for concu- 
bines. His enemies have very foolifhly attempted to 
turn into ridicule the beft part of his character. I make 
no fuper-eminent pretenfions to perfonal fanctity, but 
I know that there is a degree of duty of this fort incum- 
bent on the governors of a great nation, as their bad 
example may have the moft ruinous confequences. 

As I live in a remote part of the country, and cannot 
always procure intelligence from the newfpapers of 
fome important particulars that I wifh to know, I beg 
leave, through the channel of your publication, to com- 
municate a few Queries, to which fome of your corre- 
fpondents may be able to give a fatisfactory anfwer. 

Query if, Whether it be true, that not many years 
ago, the greateft part of the manufacturers of ftarch in 
Scotland were reduced to bankruptcy ? and whether it 
be alfo true, that all this ruin was owing to an abfurd 
and oppreflive mode of enforcing the excife laws, a- 
dopted about that time, and that the few who efcaped 
were faved from deftruction merely by a timely relax- 
ation in the mode of executing thefe laws? And whe- 
ther all this did not happen without any alteration of 
the law itfelf ? 

Query 2d, Whether it be true that there is twenty 
times lefs foap manufactured in this country than there 
was five years ago; and whether many of the-manu- 
faCturers have not retired with their capitals into Eng- 
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land to avoid approaching bankruptcy, and carry on 
their manufaé€tures there, where the excife laws are 
executed with far lefs rigour ? 

Query 34, Whether the tax on agents before the 
Court of Seffion, and upon folicitors in the inferior 
courts of law, is not grofsly iniquitous ? A licence cofts 
five pounds a year to an agent, who does not per- 
haps clear twenty by his practice ; while an agent who 
clears a thoufand pays only the fame fums. 

Query 4th, Whether the tax for a licence on tallow- 
chandlers is not liable to the fame objections; and 
whether it has not been the means of lepriving many 
families of bread ? 

Query 5th, Whether it is not a notorious fact that 
the excife laws are making a rapid progrefs in the final 
deftruction of Scottifh breweries, and feveral other ma- 
nufactures? Whether the number of brewers in the 
city of Edinburgh is not diminifhed by two-thirds with- 
in the laft fix years ? Whether feven or eight breweries, 
in the Canongate of Edinburgh, are not at prefent lying 
wafte, which were lately poffefled by reputable tradef- 
men, who have been driven from their profeflion by the 
burden of excife laws? Is there not one tenement of 
this fort, for which the proprietor ten years ago refu- 
fed thirteen hundred pounds, and which at prefent 
ftands unoccupied, though the landlord has offered to 
fell the whole premifes for four hundred pounds ? 

Query 6th, When falt is employed for curing her- 
ring, we are told that the duty is to be remitted : Whe- 
ther the numerous and expenfive formalities, pradtifed 
by the officers of excife, only in this part of Great Bri- 
tain, do not render this indulgence totally ufelefs? 
Whether this circumftance has not hitherto prevented 
the fuccefs of every attempt to promote the fifheries on 
this coaft? and whether, if not removed, it will not 
fruftrate the humane views of the patriotic fociety which 
at prefent exifts for the promoting of fifheries? In 
thort, Sir, there appears to be no end of fuch queries; 
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but I hope I fhall live long enough to fee an end to a 
part of the encomiums on the father of the horfe-tax, 
and the creator of revenue farmers in Britain. 

In this lift of queries there is a wide variety of omif- 
fions, for we have hardly a manufacture in this coun- 
tty which has not, at one time or other, been reduced 
to the brink of ruin within thefe few years, by the fe- 
vere oppreflion of revenue laws. It is true that both 
parts of the united kingdom are making rapid advances 
in wealth and population; but this is not in confe- 
quenge of good, but in fpite of bad, government. We 
are no more to thank Mr Pitt for the general improve- 
ment of the country than we are to blame him for 
‘ the prefent cold fummer weather. I do not pretend 
to fay, that he has not, on many occafions, acted the 
beft that circum{tances would permit him to do; but is 
he the only perfon capable of a€ting fo? My cenfure 
is levelled, not at the man, but at the wretched fpirit 
of fervility which pervades this ifland. One half fup- 
pofe Mr Pitt the only perfon capable of preferving us 
from ruin; the other half, equally judicious, imagine 
that the faviour of three kingdoms is only to be found 
in a ftable, a gaming-houfe, or a bagnio. If you feel 
that independence which you profeis, I am confident 
that you will infert this letter for the information of all 
concerned. We are daily printing whole libraries of 
books, on the moft trivial topics, while matters of the 
greateft intereft and importance are either altogether 
forgotten, or too frequently handled with the groffeft 
partiality and ignorance. 


Ifle of Mull, 


2ift June 1791. JONATHAN JERK. 
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HISTORICAL DISQUITIONS, 


Refpeéting the Origin of Government, and the principal 
Changes that have taken place in the Conftitution of the 
Government and Parliament of Great-Britain, from 


their firft Eftablifhment to the prefent Time. 


I N difquifitious refpecting matters of remote antiquity, 
hiftorical facts are involved in obfcurity ; and, as in the 
infancy of man, no recollection can be had of the ideas 
that firft began to dawn upon the mind ; fo neither can ~ 
we trace, to their origin, in the infancy of focieties, the 
cuftoms that then began to prevail. In refpeét to the 
origin of fuch cuftoms, therefore, we mutt be fatisfied 
with conjecture and reafonings from analogy with re- 
gard to cafes in fome refpects fimilar, that have fallen 
under our own obfervation. Yet fo ftrong is the in- 
fluence of cuftom and habit, when once eftablifhed on 
the actions of men, that it is of much importance to 
difcover, as early as poflible, thofe national ideas which 
had begun to take place; for we fhall find that thofe 
orignal notions continue to influence the condnét of 
mankind, long after they had been forced by a change 
of circumftances to adopt fo many modifications of 
thefe as to make the ideas which now prevail feem to 
bear but a very flight refemblance to thofe from which 
they were derived. 

It is upon thefe principles*that I fhall endeavour to 
take here a flight view of focieties in their origin, in 
order to difcover the nature and the caufes of their ear- 
lieft civil inftitutions, and to point out fome of the cir- 
cumftances that have operated in producing the changes 
that have taken place. 


The Patriarchal State. 
We can form no idea of the exiftence of man in fo- 
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ciety without fubordination.—A child is no fooner born 
than it is perfe€tly dependent upon its parents for its fup- 
port, and every thing it enjoys ;—it is weak and help- 
lefs; it looks up to them for afliftance, and nature has 
beftowed upon the parents affections that induce them. 
to cherifh and fupport it.—It is wayward and foolith ; 
nature has alfo endowed them with ftrength to correct 
its errors.—Reafon comes gradually to be developed.— 
The child becomes fenfible of the fuperior underftand- 
ing that experience has conferred upon its parents, and, 
though at firft, it fubmitted merely from neceflity, it at 
length yields to their authority from a conviction of its 
propriety and utility——This conviction, as the bodily 
powers encreafe, and the underftanding improves, is 
ftrengthened by habit and motives of gratitude.—Com- 
pulfion is then out of the queftion ; and as fociety advan- 
ces, it is from the fway that reafon, derived from expe- 
rience, confers upon him that the patriarch commands 
refpect over his defcendants, when they have obtained 
families of their own, and have acquired ideas of per- 
fonal independence, his advice will be attended to 
when his commands can be no longer obligatory; and 
when, from the effects of age, he becomes debilitated 
in body and in mind, he will ftill be treated with re- 
fpect, fons a gentle recollection of what he has been. 
Such is the natural progrefs of patriarchal regimen ;— 
the firft which muft have prevailed in every fociety, 
and what mutt have given the earlieft idea of govern- 
ment in every country on the globe. 


Origin of national Affemblies. 

Here, as in every thing refpe€ting man, the origin 
of influence is merely meceffary and cafual, and nothing 
conventual, Neceffity lays the foundation, and accidental 
circumftances influence the fuperftruéture. At the be- 
ginning, no idea is formed of the magnitude that the 
obje&t may in time acquire ;—provifion is made for 
circumftances as they arife;—and reafon and experi- 
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ence model it fo as to fuit the wants or defires of the 
parties concerned. Men being accuftomed to venerate 
their parents, are naturally difpofed, in the infancy of 
every fmall fociety, to pay refpeét to the opinion and 
advice of their elders ;—hence the origin of aflemblies, 
cafually convened for deliberating on matters of great 
importance. The elders, in fuch aflemblics, ufually 
bear fway, as to advice. The fenate of Rome re. 
tained, till the very laft, the name of Patres, fo that the 
whole order of fenators were called Patricians. . The 
youager and moft vigorous are empowered to act under 
the general direction of the whole body, fwayed by the 
opinion of the elders. In thefe firft aflemblies we can 
Perceive no mark of compact, nor any other authority 
than that which a general aflembly, without any pre- 
vious deliberation, confers ; nor any idea of its conti- 
nuance, longer than that opinion prevails. 
Origin of regal Authority. 

Extraordinary talents, however, and uncommon ex- 
ertions, efpecially in warlike exploits, will always in- 
{pire th: bulk of fuch a people with refpect and admi- 
ration, and confequently will confer upon the perfon 
who po‘leffes thofe qualities, in a high degree, a fingu- 
lar fway over others, who without any deputation to 
that effe&, venerate him, and are influenced by his 
will. They are pleafed, and Ae acquires a fway pro- 
portioned to the general opinion entertained of his 
prowefs. ‘Their fubjeCtion is voluntary ; and they fub- 
mit to it as long as they feel themfelves inclined to do 
fo, and no longer, : 

But if men have been accuftomed, for a time, to 
view another as grzater than themfelves, they thus im- 
perceptibly lofe the idea of equality. ‘The longer this 
perfon is capable of fecuring this fway, the more they 
admire him, and fink themfelves in their own opinion. 
He comes, in time, to be thought of a fuperior nature. 
His near conneétions participate, in fome degree, of the 
refpe&t paid to him. His family becomes ¢levated 
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above others ; and thus in time is formed, without for- 
feeing it, and without concert of any fost, a diitinction 
of ranks, which gradually gives rife to hereditary au- 
thority and defpetaten: 

Having given this fhort fketch of the rife of perfonal 
rank and hereditary authority, I thall next codesmet: 
to trace, with fomewhat more difcrimination, the mo- 
difications of that authority in different flagés in the 
progrefs of civil fociety. 

In the progrefs from rudenefs to refinement in fo- 
ciety, there are three ftages that are diftinctly marked. 
In the firft, men fubfift on the {pontancous produc 
tions of the earth, and the wild animals they can de- 
ftroy. Men in this ftate of fociety are Hunters. 

Man gradually acquires a dominién over fome of the 
moft gentle animals, tames them, and feeds them for his 
own ufe.—He lives upon the milk of his flocks, clothes 
himfelf with their fkins, and eats their flefh when other 
provifions fail. This {tate of fociety is called the Pafforal, 

In time, however, they learn to cultivate the fruits 
of the earth, and to make thefe fubfervient to their 
own ufe, both immediately by furnifhing food to them- 
felves, and mediately by affording meat to beafts fit for 

the fuftenance of man. ‘This ftate of fociety has been 
denominated the Agricultural. 

Each of thefe ftages of fociety give rife to particular 
notions and inftitutions ; and as men in fociety always 
advance through thefe {tages in the order above enume- 
rated, the ideas and habits that had become familiar in 
the one ftate, continue to form the bafis, and have a 
great influence on thofe of the fucceeding period. It 
is neceflary for us, therefore, if we with to acquire a 
juft notion of the political inftitutions that now pre- 

vail, to trace their progrefs from the firft period to the 
prefent times. 
Hunters. 
While men continue to be Aynters only, their civil 
Vou. IV. + N 
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government will be of the rudeft kind ; and, of courfe, 
every head of a family will be then in a great meafure 
independent. Affemblies of the people, however, muft 
be called, to deliberate on national affairs, and to pro- 
vide for the common defence of the whole tribe, when 
danger threatens them. In thefe affemblies, age will 
obtain a voluntary refpeét, and perfonal prowefs and 
daring intrepidity will be admired, as conttituting fu- 
perior excellence. In this {tate of fociety, the idea of 
country ftrongly prevails.—In cafes of danger they find 
it neceflary to affociate for mutual defence. —Extent of 
territory is, to men in thefe circumftances, extremely 
neceflary.—An idea of property in territorial poffeflion 
therefore takes its origin here-;—but this idea of terri- 
tory is only connected with the nation, or the tribe.— 
As no individual could make ufe of a {mall {pot for his 
own wants, he is fatisfied if the hunting grounds he 
values moft belong to his tribe ; he has no with to an- 
nex any part of it to his own perfon :—therefore, in 
this ftate of fociety, the idea of perfonal property in land 
has not yet originated; and of courfe all the intrica- 
cies, in refpect to civil government, which this engen- 
ders, and the difputes thefe give rife to, are entirely 
obviated *. 
The Paftoral State. 

As men come gradually to tame animals, and pafs 
into the ftate of paftors, the notion they had already 
imbibed, with regard to territorial property, continues 
to operate ; but new inftitutions become neceflary.— 
It is not enough that the territory belongs to the tribe. 
In this cafe it becomes neceflary, when they ftop from 
any migratory journey, in queft of paftures, by fome con- 
ventual agreement, to diftribute the land to individuals 


* The favage tribes in North America are, at this hour, in the ftate 
of fociety here defcribed , and it is well known, that among them, all 
public meafures are undertaken in confequence of deliberation in an af- 
fembly of the chiefs ; and that territory is always confidered as belong- 
ing to the whole wibe. 
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in fuch lots as may be found neceflary to preferve peace 
and order among them. Here every man acquires, by de- 
grees, a notion of perfonal! property in land ; but in this 
cafe his connection with that land is very flight ;— 
he confiders it as his property only fo long as till the 
crop upon it, at the preffnt time, be confumed.—After 
that is done, he relinquifhes it, and goes in queft of 
frefh paftures elfewhere, within the territories of the 
ftate. In this fituation, therefore, the idea that land is 
entirely the property of the ftate, ftill prevails ; but in- 
dividuals confider themfelves as entitled to make ufe of 
its produce exclufively, for a time*. 
Agriculturifts. 

In temperate climates, where the furface of the coun- 
try is diverfifyed with hill and vale, and where fruits in 
abundance for man, and herbage for cattle, are to be 
found at all feafons, we can eafily conceive an idea that 
communities may continue to exift, for many ages, in 
this migratory ftate, without ever acquiring any idea of 
perfonal property in land. But in lefs temperate cli- 
mates that cannot be the cafe. There, the fruits that 
nature f{pontaneoufly produces are lefs abundant, and 
are to be found only at one feafon of the year. ‘The 
herbage for cattle alfo fails entirely for a time, and the 
rigour of the winter’s cold is fuch as to render the poor 
protection of a tent inadequate for affording the fhelter 
required. ‘lo guard againft this cold, and to provide 
places for ftoring up fuch fruits for himfelf, and pro- 
vender for his cattle, as he can colleé& during the fum- 
mer, more folid and permanent habitations become ne- 
ceflary for man. He builds himfelf a hut, and covers 
it in the moft durable and effectual manner he can ;— 
this he effects with no little labour to himfelf ;—and 
having once reared, he becomes unwilling to abandon 


* In this ftate of fociety are the migratory hordes of Tartars that in- 
habit the great defart which divides Ruffia from China, at the prefent 
hour, according to the beft accounts we have of thefe countries. 
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it—He confiders this therefore as his own, and thus 
gradually begins to acquire fome flight notions of fixed 
perfonal property in land. 

When he has thus attached himfelf to a place of 
fixed refidence, he will endeavour to render it as com- 
modious to himfelf as poflible+—He finds fome plants 
afford him a more agreeable repaft than others Bae 
tries to cultivate them by art :—to prevent thefe p! ants 
from being deftroyed by cattle the ground mutt be in- 
clofed :—within this inclofure he finds he can cultivate 
grain, which may be ftored up for his own ufe, and that 
of his cattle,in winter. He therefore acquires. ag great 
a fondnefs for this bit of inclofed land as for lis houfe. 
« This is mine,” he fays, “and I wil! preferve it.” The 
idea accords with the general fenfe of men ;— the com- 
munity pronounce it reafonable, and decree, by a tacit 
confent, that it fhall be his, and in the ufe of it he is 
protected by uniyerfal cuftom, which gradually forms 
the bafis of law. Of this kind of territorial property 
we find mention made by Tacitus, and all the earlieft 
Roman hiftorians who have treated of Germany, under 
the name of the field of the houfe. Here too we have 
the origin of that kind of landed property which was 
afterw: ards known by the name of Alledial, im’ dif- 
tinction to thofe feudal tenures which came into ufe 
at a later period of fociety in Europe. This kind of 
Alledial property, to which the owner claims no 
other title than that of poffefiion, acquired by transfer 
from another, or defcent, is known till this Gay in the 
Shetland ifles, that lie off the N. E. coaft of Scotland, 
under the name of Udal property ; a kind of tenure that 
probably once prevailed over all Scotland, though the 
name of it be now loft in our law books*. 


* An allufion to this kind of tenure occurs in the noted ftory of 
Robert J. king of Scotlsnd, who, having imbibed ideas of property 
in England different from thofe in Scotland, demanded of his fub- 
jects a fight of their charter of tenure. Surprifed at this demand, 
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In my next I fhall endeayour to trace, by the fame 
fort of induction, the origin of feudal tenures in Ey- 
rope. 


Rr ee 


For the Bee. 


Sir, 


In reading over Jaques’s letter, page. 141, vol. 2, I 
was furprifed to fee him think that manufactures are an 
hindrance to improvementin agriculture. What great- 
er encouragement can be given to agriculture than a 
ready market for the produce of the foil ? That agricul- 
ture is the firft obje& to any ftate, emerging from the 
favage ftate to that of civilized fociety is certain; but 
it can make but fmall progrefs without the help of other 
arts and manufaétyres. Had a landlord a large f{pread 
of improveable Jand, at.a diftance from manure, could 
any thing affift him more effectually to turn it foon 
into a {tate of proper cultivation as a cotton mill, or 
other manufacture like it, which required the colle¢t- 
ing together a great number of hands; as this would 
both afford an eafy fale, without the trouble of a long 
carriage for the produce of the foil, and alfo more ma- 
nure than the tenants could procure by any other 
means. It would be of very bad confequence indeed if 
the hands neceflary for the cultivation of the foil were 
to be employed in any other way, fo as to leave that 
moft neceflary article undone ; but as it is agreed on 


and ignorant of charters, the members of this affembly unanimoufly 
drew their fwords, and prefented them, faying, with thefe we 
procured our lands, and with thefe we will defend them. Thofe 
who are acquainted with the early hiftory of Scotland know that the 
feudal fyftem was introduced into it much later than into England ; and 
perhaps it never was fo perfectly eftablifhed as there. Clanfhip, which 
prevailed till a very late period in the Highlands, may perhaps be called 
rather a modification of the patriarchal government than of the feudal. 
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ail hands that a country life is both the moft healthful 
and the moft natural to man, it will always have the 
preference, unlefs the proprietors of land allow their 
labourers a lefs fhare of the profits of their labour than 
the manufacturer does his.—As to the effe&t that towns 
and large villages have on the morals of a people, no 
doubt that vice is moft confpicuous in large focieties, 
but this is owing to the corruption of human nature, 
for they are certainly more favourable to education 
than when men live difperfed through the country, in 
which ftate few, if any, of the loweft {tation, could afford 
to teach their children to read ; and what morals would 
untutored men be pofleffed of ? That ignorance is the 
mother of devotion is a maxim now exploded every 
where. Our attachment for any one particular buf- 
nefs is too great when we envy the fuccefs of another; 
for the fuccefs of any lawful employment is an encou- 
ragement to population, which eventually proves a 
benefit to the public, in which each has his fhare. 
No doubt particular manufactures will fometimes be 
overdone ; but as foon as that is the cafe, it will work 
a cure for itfelf. It is the cultivator of the foil that 
provides food: for the manufacturer, but it is the ma- 
nufacturer that enables the tenant to pay his rent: 
feeing then they are fo dependent on one another it is 
the bufinefs of the ftate to encourage both. Iam, 


Sir, 
Your humble fervant, 
CrirTIcus. 
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To the Editor of the Bee. 


Srr, 


I am one of that clafs of men, who having but little 
bufinefs of their own, are to be found fauntering about 
every large place, and obferving the active operations 
of thofe around them. I fometimes amufe myfelf with 
{peculating upon the incidents that occur, and thall, if 
you pleafe, now and then communicate to you the refult 
of fuch fpeculations. ‘They will be always innocent 
at leaft, and may perhaps be fometimes ufeful. 

I recolle&, that when Mr Lunardi firft afcended 
here with his balloon, I made a calculation of the lofs 
that this country fuftained by the fufpenfion of labour 
that was occafioned by that idle fhow, which amounted to 
a very large fum; and when it was adverted to, that 
this happened in harveft, the eventual lofs that might 
have been incurred in confequence of that fufpention 
of labour can fearcely admit of any fair eftimate. 

On calling at your Bee Office on Wednefday laft for 
your publication, which I impatiently wait for every 
week—and being informed that the diflipation among 
the printers, occafioned by the races, had fo much de- 
ranged your ceconomy as to render it impoilible to pub- 
lifh on the ufual day, I fell into a fpeculation of the 
fame fort, and began to eftimate the lofs that may be 
incurred by manufacturers and others about Edinburgh, 
who employ labourers or fervants, during the race 
week, and what might be the waite incurred by it to 
the families of thefe labourers.—Here is the refult of it. 

I compute that there may be about twenty thoufand 
perfons on the fands of Leith each day, on an average, 
during the race weck.—And that each of thefe lofes 
half a day’s work at leaft.—The wages of thefe may 
perhaps be fairly eftimated at one fhilling a day each, 
fo that the whole amounts to five hundred pounds—or, 
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for the fix days, to three thoufand pounds. The greateft 
part of this lofs falls upon the mafters, as few think of 
{topping their wages for this time. 

The lofs to the private families of thefe perfons, 
however, is much greater—for none go there without 
{pending money, more or lefs.—Many of them {pend 
the whole day in drinking and rioting, fquander many 
days wages at a time; and as thefe ate for the moft 
part needy and diflipated perfons, their families at 
home mutt be left, the while, in a ftate of want and 
mifery. Perfons of this defcription too, eager to em- 
brace every plaufible opportunity that offers for in- 
veigling others to contribute to their own entertain- 
ment, watch this occafion to entice the young and 
unwary to participate in thefe fcenes of riot and difli- 
pation. In this manner, many a young man has been 
inadvertently drawn into bad company, that gradually 
corrupts his morals, and leads him into habits of vice 
and extravagance’ he never otherwife would have 
thought of.—Thus, Sir, I am convinced, this apparent- 
ly innocent amufement may prove the foundation of 
many ferious evils, which it is unneceflary here to en- 
large upon. 

At the fame time, it is proper to remark, that if thefe 
evils naturally refult from. whatever tends to interrupt 
the regular bufinefs of men in fociety, we in Great 
Britain have reafon to be thankful, above many others, 
for the few interruptions of this kind that occur.—Per- 
haps the number of holidays that occur in moft Roman 
Catholic countries, when compared with ours, contri- 
buted not a little to advance our manufactures above 
theirs during the reign of Elizabeth—and as the fame 
caufe has continued to operate ever fince, we are no 
doubt indebted to this circumftance, in fome meafure, 
for that pre-eminence we decidedly enjoy in many 
branches of bufinefs, where induftry and ceconomy are 
required to perfect them. 

A SAUNTERER. 
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To the Editor of the Bee. 


Memorandums re[peting the Reverend Mr Tuomas Forrester, 
{ome time Minifier at Melrofe. 


SIR, 


As I prefume it is a principal part of your plan, to bring 
forward to view thofe remarkable perfons in this country, 
whofe names and hiftory are now in general forgotten, but 
of whom fome flight memorials are preferved,—I fend 
you a few memorandumis that have fallen in my way, re- 
fpeéting one who was pretty remarkable in his day, he 
having been a wit, 2 poet, and a man of a more liberal 
way of thinking than moft of the perfons in the age in 
which he lived. 

This remarkable perfon was the Rev. Mr Thomas For- 
refer, fome time minifter of the gofpel at Melrofe ;—he 
was the third minifter of that parifh after the Reformation, 
the firit having been a Mr Pout, the fecond a Mr Fobn 
Knox, nephew to the reformer, who died anno 1623, to 
whom fucceeded Mr Forrefier. This gentleman pofleffed 
a vein for fatirical poetry, but which he exercifed with 
little caution, and which, as ufual, procured him fome ene- 
mies. Unfortunately, he not only lafhed thofe whom he 
difliked, by the moft pointed fatires in verfe, but had allo 
the imprudence to judge for himfelf in regard to religious 
doétrines; and what was worfe ftill, in refpect to church dif 
cipline, he made ‘no fcruple in publicly declaring, that 
fome kinds of work might be done on the Lord's day ; and as 
an example to his people, he brought home his corns cut of 
the fields to his barn-yard on that day : he alfo maintained, 
that the public and ordinary preaching of the word was no 
‘neceJary part of divine worthip; that the reading of the 
diturgy was to be preferred to it ; that paftors and private 
Chriltians fhould ufe no other prayers but what were 
prefcribed by the liturgy. He was alfo charged with Ar- 

Vol. IV. OQ 
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minianifm and popery ; and what was worfe and worfe, he 
faid publicly that the reformers had done more harm to the 
Chriftian church, than the popes at Rome had done for ten 
ages. ‘To any one who knows the fpirit of the times in 
which he lived, it will not appear furprifing, that Mr Tdo- 
mas Forrefler fhould be accounted as a fpeckled bird by 
his brethren. He was indeed at length depofed, but not 
until 1633, fifteen years after he had been appointed to 
that charge ; a ftrong proof that his brethren refpected his 
talents in no very ordinary degree. 

What became of this daring genius after he was ejected 
from his cure, or how long he lived after that period, or 
how he was employed, the writer of thefe flight notices 
knows not, but will be glad if any of the numerous read- 
ers of the Bee can fupply this defect. 

As to his writings, they have never, that I know of, been 
colle&ted. Mefi Thomas was not only daring enough te 
recommend the ufe of the litany of the ancient church, but 
he compofed a new litany of his own in verfe, ftrongly ri- 
diculing many charaéters and doétrines that were then 
efteemed facred. Bifhop Guthrie flightly mentions it in 
his memoirs, but no compleat copy of it has been preferved 
that I know of. All that remains of it is a few detached 
paflages, which I fhall here prefent to your readers as a 
literary curiofity. 

From Dickfin, Henderfon, and Cant*, 
Th’ apoftles of the covenant, 
Good Lord deliver us. 
From the ¥e/uit + knave in grain, 
And from the fre prief t crack’d in brain, 
From her and a’ fic bad laffes, 
And a’ bald ignorant affes, 


* Names of noted clergymen, which are fo well known as 
to require no illuftrations here. 

+ One Abernethy, a jefuit prieft who turned a zealous prefby- 
terian, and was iettled minifter at Hounam in Tiviotdale. 

t This was one Mrs Mitchelfon, who was jooked on as a 
perfon infpired of God, and her words were received as oracles, 
pot a few taking them trom her mouth in writing as fuch. 
Moft of her fpeeches were about the covenant. See Burnet’s 
Merncirs of the Dukes of Hamilton, p. 83. 
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Such as Fohn Ro/t, that donnart goofe, 
And Dan Duncanjfon, that duncy ghoft §, 

Good Lord deliver us. 
From lay lads in pulpit prattling, 
Twice a-dey rumbling and rattling, 

Good Lord deliver us. 
From fly devouring knaves like foxes, 
From all the knock-down race of Knoxes, 

Good Lord deliver us. 


With which laft line the poem concludes. Perhaps 
fome of your readers can fupply thefe chafms, and the pub- 
lic will no doubt receive thefe communications with plea- 
fure. Nothing difcovers the internal ftate of a country fo 
effeftually as a well written fatire. I fhall only juft ob- 
ferve from thefe fpecimens, that it will pretty clearly ap- 
pear, that his crime was not that of loving popery, but of 
ridiculing alike the vices of all feéts ; an impardonable crime 
in all ages. 

As another fpecimen of Mr Forrefter’s poetical talents, 
I fhall tranfcribe the following epitaph, written by him on 
Sir Thomas Hamilton, who was dignified by james VI. 
with the title of Earl of Me/rofe, anne 1619, which he 
afterwards exchanged for that, of Haddington. He was 
faid to be very hard and fevere on his vaffals and 
feuars, which called forth good Me/s Thomas's {atirical 
talents. 

Here lies one, who, while he ftood, 

Was matchlefs—if he had been ‘ 

This line’s a fyllable too hort, 

Which, if you pleafe, you may add to it; 

But what that fyllab doth import, 

That noble peer could never do it. 


§ What the meaning of the phrafe duacy ghof is, I know not ; 
it is new to me, and if it be not an error of the tranfcriber, I 
fhali be much obliged to any of my readers for an explanation 
of it. Edit. 
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It is alfo faid, that the Epitaph on the Earl of Strafford, 
which is in Cleveland’s poems, was written by him. The 
epitaph is: 

Here lies wife and valiant duft, 

Huddled up ’twixt fit and juft, 

Strafford, who was hurried hence, 

*T wixt reafon and convenience. 

Hefpent his time here in a mift, 

A papift, yet a calvinift. 

His prince’s neareft joy and grief, 

He had yet wanted all relief. 

The prop and ruin of the ftate, 

The people’s vi’lent love and hate : 

One in extremes, lov'd and abhorr'd. 

Riddles lie here, and in one word, 

Here lies blood, and let it lie 

Speechlefs ftill, and never cry. 

If thefe curfory remarks fhall tend to induce any of your 
readers to give a fuller account of this remarkable man 
and his works, it will give pleafure to your conftant reader, 


MELROSENSIS. 


A Query. 


Mr Ber, 


[ am a lover of flowers, and recolleét that about five and twen- 
ty years ago, I ufed to admire a kind of poppy, that was then 
in the poffeffion of Mr Gordon, nurferyman in Fountain-bridge, 
for the beauty of its form and brilliancy of its colours; and hav- 
ing often mentioned it, while in India, to my acquaintance, I 
wilhed to fhow it to fome of them when I retutned; but, to 
my aitonifhment, I have not been able to find it in any of the 
gardens here: Asa wager depends upon it, I will be much 
obliged to any of your readers who can point out where it may 
be found. 

This is an annual plant, fimilar in all refpects to the common 
carnation poppy, unlefs in what refpects the flower. This forms 
a Jarge globular ball, quite round and fmooth like velvet, no 
fringes upon the petals ; the colours are white and red, blended 
in various tints irregularly, and both the white and red of the 
puret brillizncy of any thing I have feen. Infert this and ob- 


‘ge your cenftant reader, ASIATICUS. 
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======———OOOO eee 
On the Character of a Wife. 


FROM MISCELLANIES IN PROSE AND VERSE. 


Si peregre it, plorat : redeuntem ample@itur, ulnis 
Comprimit, examinis deficit inque finu: 
Accufatque moras, et verbis ofcula jungit : 
Ofcula dum jungit, fletibus ora rigat. 
BUCHANAN, 


A WIFE, you fay, is an expenfive toy, 
But, wanting colt, we cannot purchafe joy ; 
The richeft mifer muft remain in rags, 
Unlefs he condefcend to loofe his bags ; 
The thread-bare bard, a coach who cannot hire, 
Is fain to waddle through December's mire ; 
And he, whofe income won't extend to port, 
To the more frugal ale-houfe mutt refort. 
Before a doétor takes the pains to kill, 
His patient’s purfe muft pay for every pill ; 
A Britifh Premier too mutt bribe the houje, 
Before they'll vote his Majefty a fous. 
At church, you know, as well as at the play, 
We cannot have a feat unlefs we pay ; 
And you and I, till fome few pence are given, 
Mutt like two puppies from the pew be driven ; 
Nor gain one glimpfe of glory, or of grace, 
Ere firft we buy the /reedom of the place. 
For all things elfe a price is to be paid, 
Why then refufe your money for a maid? 

A wife, you fay, deftroys domeftic eafe, 
You cannot then do juft whate’er you pleafe. 
But tell me truly, when a fool is drunk, 
And all his fenfes in the liquor funk, 
Ought he to be allow’d to range the ftreet, 
And bex with every blackguard he thall meet ? 
Embrace pollution, tumble in the mire, 
Or, reeling homeward, fet his houfe on_fire ? 
Far better fate attends the happy man 
Who weds a mate as early as he can; 
His faithful fpoufe his every want attends, 
(Qne fpoufe is worth ten thoufand bottle-friends) ; 
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She flatters, ftrips, and rolls him inte bed, 
Then binds a fillet round his aching head ; 

She covers, carefully, each wearied limb, 

For all her withes center but in him ; 

And, while coherently to curfe he tries, 

The briny fhower comes rufhing from her eyes. 
In humble tone fhe ventures to complain, 

He fwore laft week he ne’er would drink again ; 
Reminds him that he playsa thoughtlefs part, 
And hints what agonies have wrung her heart. 
Then, which all other mortals would defpife, 
Befide her hopeful hufband down the lies ; 

But left his horrid breath may do her harm, 
She clings behind, to keep his fhoulders warm. 

A wife, befides, will bring you girls and boys; 

And though the monkies make inceflant noife, 
Though other children’s din you cannot bear, 
Yet theirs, believe me, won't annoy your ear. 
None but an aétual father ever knows 

With what fond joy a father’s heart o’erflows, 
To fee all Lilliput frifk up and down, 

When every look reminds him of his own, 

Or her’s, who, in the fummer days of youth, 
Taught him’the charms of tendernefs and truth. 

And are you fick? Tis then her aétions prove 

(No words can paint) the frenzy of her love : 
*Tis then the grandeur of her foul thines forth, 
Then firft you learn the vaftnefs of her worth. 
Your kindeft comrades in attendance fail, 

For all muft weary ofa fick man’s tale ; 

But, night and day, the ftill is at your fide, 
More foft, more charming far, than when a bride ; 
For though corroding cares her bloom deftroy, 
Her generous love excites fuperior joy. 

She watches every motion of your eye, 

Your every want impatient to fupply. 

Affected fmiles conceal her inward care, 
Hopelefs herfelf, yet checking your defpair ; 
While oft, in fpite of al) her female art, 

A figh efcaping cuts you to the heart ! 
How cold mere friendfhip, when compar’d to this : 
Without fuch women, what were human blifs! 
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And fhould, as it may happen, Fortune frown, 
And from the height of greatnefs hur! you down, 
When every friend, as ufual, turns his back, 
And your foul lingers on the mental rack 5 
When every infult muft be coolly borne, 

The pedant’s pity, and the rival's {corn ; 

When thofe you trufted, their conneétions change, 
And thofe who hate'you, give refentment range ; 
When every look, where-e’er you thew your head, 
Is fure to make you feel “* your kingdom's fled;” 
When fordid Prudence ftiffens every face, 

And every tongue exults in your difgrace ; 

At fuch a time, does female friendfhip fail? 

No; fhe herfelf attends you to the jail. 

Such friendthip cheaply with a world were bought ; 
Her bofom juft admits one fingle thought— 

Your peace of mind fhe breathes but to purfue, 
Nor dreads a dungeon to be fhar’d with you. 

She, too, when death arrives to your relief, 
Shall watch its progrefs with the pureft grief; 
Perform each duty that diftrefs can crave, 

And with fond tears bedew her hufband’s grave; 
And {till, with you, her tender mem’ry teems, 
Still your Jov’d image haunts her broken dreams, 
And blaits each phantom of returning peace, 

Till Heav’n, in pity. gives her own releafe. 

Such are the fex we modeftly defpife, 

And fuch the fools whom every fool decries, 

To this you anfwer, with a fcornful finile, 
That common fenfe adopts a colder ftile ; 

That many a wife turns out fo very bad, 

As foon to drive the tameft partner mad. 
The fcrub, who bargains for a mafs of gold, 
May catch, no doubt, a flattern or a fcold. 
The brute whofe paffion is but rank defire, 
May feel ten days exhauft his carnal fire. 
The fool who marries for the fake of wit, 

Is fure to find himfelf feverely bit ; 

And he who feeks a fpoufe of noble blood, 
Mutt bear, with patience, le&tures long and loud, 
But men of fenfe, with reafon, hope to find 
A graceful perfon with a modeft mind ; 
Whofe various charms we ever mutt admire, 
At once thé choice of wifdom and defire ; 
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And for mere merit if you fearch around, 
Believe me, that is always to be found. 
The fureft rules for chufing fuch a mate, 
Would furnith topics for a fine debate ; 
But, left the fpirit of the verfe expire, 
Your preacher, for the prefent, fhall retire. 





To the Editor of the Bee. 
Verfes addreffed to bis Miftrefs by a Defpairing Lover. 


O thou! whofe charms firft touch’d my youthful heart, 
And taught my foul to glow with foft defire ; 

Whofe mental powers do every grace impart, 
That in a woman’s converfe we admire. 





Lift, while thy T. recounts his bitter woes, 
Thy breaft Jet pity’s heav’nly ray infpire, 

But ah! no language can the pain difclofe, 
With which thy abfence doth my bofom fire. 


Nor time nor abfence can diffolve the charm, 
Or tear thy image from my faithful breaft ; 

No other fair can with foft withes warm, 
Or with endearments lull my foul to reft. 


F. T. 





From the $f feene of the 1 A& of the Adriano 
of Metaftafo. 


Yet from my hand a vers | blow 

Awaits the haughty chief of Rome. 
For Ofra worfted. by his foe 

Remains unconquer’d, tho’ o’ercome. 
Thus if the fturdy ftubborn oak, 

That brav’d for centuries the blaft, 
By a no common tempeft’s ftroke, 

Fall to the earth o’erpower’d at laft ; 
Soon, in a ftately veffel’s form, 
- He proudly ploughs the yielding main, 
And triumphs o’er the very ftorm 

That laid him proftrate on the plain. 
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